Working Group One
Membership

Action 1A of Planarch 2 was carried out by a working group consisting of representatives of a number of the Planarch partners, as follows: 

Alison Bennett (Essex County Council)

Paul Cuming, Kent County Council

Marie-Jeanne Ghenne, (Regionne Wallonne)
Paul Gilman, Essex County Council (Chair)
Casper Johnson (Kent County Council)

Marc Meganck (University of Ghent)
Erwin Meylemans, (VIOE)
Teresa O’Connor (Essex County Council)
Helene Remy, (Regionne Wallonne)
Axelle Letor (Regionne Wallonne)
Christo Thanos, (ROB)
The group met on a number of occasions during Planarch 2 at the offices of the various partners. This enabled the progress of the various SMRs to be presented, and members were able to learn much from each other. In discussing how best to take forward the SMR actions from the Planarch project application form, the group members agreed to prepare reports on two main topic areas: Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and SMR, and Aerial Photographs and SMRs. These reports are presented below and enable comparisons to be made between the different SMRs in the partner countries.

The working group took a lead role in overseeing the Planarch web site (www.planarch.org), which was designed and built by Newgrove Consultants Limited, especially the creation of a pilot, trans-national SMR. This includes information about 50 sites, from all the major periods from the Palaeolithic to Modern, presented in each of the four languages covered by the Planarch area. The information about the sites was added to a database devised by Teresa O’Connor of Essex County Council.
The working group also arranged a seminar on European SMRs, held at Chelmsford in July 2005. The seminar included presentations from the :Planarch partners and associated organisations such as the Royal Commission on the Historical Monuments of Scotland as well as from representatives from related projects such as ARENA (Kenny and Richards 2005). Their presentations provided updates on the progress of SMRs in the countries covered by Planarch, and also about projects attempting to bring information from SMRs and archaeological archives together at the trans-national level. The latter in particular stimulated much discussion about the prospects for future European co-operation.

